Living Theology Friends0803
Leon Combs
January 20, 2008
Free In Jesus!
“Free From Deception”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

People are so easily deceived away from the truth.  This has always been the case, starting with Adam and Eve, but it seems rampant today.  Of course modern man even rejects the idea of there being any fundamental truth and such deception has led many people to reject any type of religion.  I quote below from the following web site: http://www.gospelfortoday.org/jteachings/religion.htm 
A recently released study by The Graduate Center of the City University of New York, found that the number of adults who say they subscribe to no religion jumped from 14.3 million in 1990 to 29.4 million in 2001. This represents a 205 percent increase over the time period! According to study directors Egon Mayer and Barry Kosmin, “the present survey has detected a wide and possibly growing swath of secularism among Americans. These are the seculars, the unchurched, the people who profess no faith in any religion.”

Of course, as I have said many times, Christianity is not strictly a religion.  It is instead a community of born-again children of God.  So we are also set free from religion.  That statement may shock you but read the above referenced web site for more detail on that subject.

People are being deceived in many ways today and Paul told us to be wary of worldly wisdom:

Col 2:8 “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.”

Paul continues with his warnings against deception:

Col 2:20 “If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,

Col 2:21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"

Col 2:22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with the using)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?

Col 2:23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.”
Many religions give the world the appearance of wisdom but really offer no freedom from the world.  Cults such as Mormonism try to deceive us.  The secularists try to deceive us.  Even churches try to deceive us with such false teachings as prosperity theology and the emerging church tries to lead us astray with false concepts of freedom and peace.  With so many enemies of Christianity trying to deceive us today we must pay close attention to the warnings of Paul:
Col 2:16 “Therefore let no one act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day--

Col 2:17 things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.

Col 2:18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,

Col 2:19 and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.”

The key for us today is to practice discernment and be diligent to study of the Word of God.

Heb 5:13 “For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.

Heb 5:14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.”
We all need the serious study (solid food) rather than cursory readings of the Bible on an irregular basis.
Phil 1:9 “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment,”

Real knowledge is the knowledge of God, not man.  If we feed our mind with that real knowledge we will be better prepared to practice discernment that will keep us away from deceptions.  

